
Right:  
Peter Burns in 

his 1889 VFA 

premiership cap. 



 

“The players were, for the most part, a remarkable, robust and stalwart set, with here and there men of 

almost Herculean proportions, and the efforts of any players of average stature to stay the progress of 

those giants were productive of the most ludicrous incidents of the match. The varieties of uniform, the 

number of bearded men on the field and the disparities of height, weight, and appearance gave a droll 

aspect to the playing ground, and the game frequently degenerated into a reductio ad absurdum of play 

under the old rules and with lax umpiring, as the field umpire entered into the spirit of the contest, and 

probably enjoyed himself as much as the players and the spectators. The usual deafening shouts of the 

football ground gave place to peals of hearty laughter, only choked during the tedious obsolete system 

of ‘kicking off’ after goals. Pushing from behind, fierce scrimmaging, wrestling bouts, without regard 

to the whereabouts of the ball, and other amenities of the old fashioned game were entered into with 

droll earnestness…” 
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